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Special Factors and rules  
The Difference of two perfect squares 

))((22 bababa −+=−  
Perfect square trinomials 

222 )(2 bababa ±=+±  
Sum or Difference of two perfect cubes 

))(( 2233 babababa +±=± m  
Factor by grouping 
Technique used when you have 4 or more terms                                                                       Created by Richard Lewis 
              Dulles High School 
                 Fort Bend ISD 

Put it in 
proper order  

Is it in 
proper     
order?  

Is the 
leading 
coefficient 
positive?  

Factor 
out -1  

Are there 
any common 
monomial 
factors?  

Factor out the 
greatest common 
factor  

Is it a 
special 
factor ?   
(See list 
below) 

Apply the special rule

Factor by 
"trial and 
error"  

Do the 
factors 
factor 
further? 

Stop

Start 


